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P i n a r e e  S a n p i t a k ' s  s t u d i o  i s  n e s t l e d  i n  a  n e i g h b o r h o o d  n e a r
Lumpin i  Park  tha t  i s  r i ch ly  mixed in  the  Bangkok  way,  s ta te ly
homes abut t ing  shacks  and s idewalk  food vendors .  The d is t r i c t
cen ters  on  an  o ld  wet  marke t  o f  the  sor t  d isappear ing  e lsewhere
as  conven ience s to res  and hypermarke ts  t ransmogr i fy  the  c i ty .
Most  abodes here  combine  bus iness  and res idence,  w i th  fami l ies
l i v ing  on  the  second f loor  above the  s t ree t - leve l  spaces  where
they  make every th ing  f  rom dresses  to  nood les .

I n  s i m i l a r  f a s h i o n ,  P i n a r e e ' s  s t u d i o  o c c u p i e s  t h e  g r o u n d - f l o o r
o f  her  home,  an  agreeab ly  un t idy  two-s to ry  house tha t  she  and
her  fo rmer  par tner ,  pa in te r  Char tcha i  Pu ip ia ,  des igned together .
They  bu l l t  i t  in  1994 on  the  wa l led  p lo t  o f  land  where  hergrandfa ther 's
o ld  wooden house once s tood.  A l though the  coup le  separa ted  in
1998,  they  remain  f  r iends  and share  parent ing  o f  the i r  13-year  o ld
son,  Shone,  whose games and toys  add to  the  c lu t te r  o f  books
and o ther  mater ia ls .

P inaree 's  works  f i l l  the  en t i re  s tud io  and beyond.  One o f  the  four
upstairs bedrooms recently overf lowed with dozens of soft,  breast-
shaped sculptures, each the size of a beach bal l ,  from her 2004
instal latron temporary tnsanlty, await ing shipment to a September
festival of Thai contemporary culture in Paris, "Tout d Fait Thai 2006."

The ar t i s t ' s  poet ic  scu lp tu res ,  d rawings  and ins ta l la t ions  center
o n  i m a g e r y  o f  t h e  b r e a s t  a n d  f e m a l e  b o d y  a s  m e t a p h o r s  f o r
un iversa l  human psycho logy  and re la t ionsh ips .  Born  in  196 '1  ,

e d u c a t e d  i n  T h a i l a n d ,  t h e  U . S .  a n d  J a p a n ,  P i n a r e e  h a d  h e r  f i r s t
so lo  show in  Bangkok  in  1987 and reached her  a r t i s t i c  s t r ide  by
the  mid-1990s.  The tone o f  her  work  then was in t rover ted ,  bu t
year -by-year  i t  has  become increas ing ly  open,  ce lebra tory  and
in te rac t ive .  Th is  p rogress ion  in  i t se l f  i s  among the  p leasures  o f
fo l low ing  her  career .  Today,  more  o f ten  than to i l ing  a lone in  the
s tud io ,  she  c rea tes  work  wh i le  convers ing  around her  l i v ing  room
cof fee  tab le  w i th  supp l ie rs  and co l labora tors .  She works  w i th  a
seamst ress  who prev ious ly  served as  her  g randfa ther 's  house-
keeper .  Ap is i t  Nongbua,  fo rmer  ass is tan t  to  the  la te  Mont ien
Boonma,  cas ts  her  scu lp tu res .  Ap is i t ' s  fo rmer  ass is tan t ,  in  tu rn ,  i s
a  ceramic is t  who k i lns  her  g lazed te r raco t ta  ob jec ts .

In  2005,  P inaree began the  ongo ing  pro iec t  she  ca l l s  "b reas t

s tup 'a  cookery , "  in  wh ich  breas t -shaped molds  o f  ceramic  and
c a s t  a l u m i n u m  b e c o m e  t o o l s  f o r  p r e p a r i n g  a n d  s e r v i n g  m e a l s .
Un l ike  R i rk i tT i ravan i la 's  cook-ups ,  the  ar t i s t  herse l f  does  no t  hand le
the  food,  bu t  p rov ides  imp lements  fo r  use  by  o thers .  She docu-
m e n t s  t h e  c o o k e r y  i n  p h o t o s ,  a n d  w i l l  e v e n t u a l l y  p u b l i s h  t h e m  i n  a
book a longs ide  the  rec ipes .  V ideographers  a lso  record  each o f
these cu l inary  happen ings ,  per fo rmed to  da te  rn  Bangkok ,  Tokyo,
S i n g a p o r e  a n d  S p a i n .  A s  P i n a r e e  e x p l a i n s ,  " T h e  i d e a  i s  t o  a s k
peop le  to  in te rpre t  the  breas t  s tupa shape in  food,  then to  ea t  i t .
They  a l l  come up w i th  d i f fe ren t  ideas .  You 6s11 ;ca l l v  qco  oanh
person 's  charac ter ! "  BRrAN MERTENs
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