





PINAREE SANPITAK, “Breast Stupa Cookery” (2005 ) at Los Angeles County Museum of Art, Los Angeles, 2013. Copyright the artist and Museum
Associates, LACMA. Courtesy Tyler Rollins Fine Art, New York.

The 18 hammocks of Hanging by a Thread are hung around a 10th-century sculpture of the Hindu god Vishnu created
during the Khmer Empire. How do you see this ancient, traditional work in relation to yours?

When I was installing Hanging by a Thread, museum curators said that the sculpture of Vishnu would be very difficult to move. It had
already fallen once during an earthquake and incurred some damage. The sculpture is now on a very heavy earthquake-resistant pedestal
and it “dances” when there is seismic activity.

When I saw the sculpture, I thought it would be perfect. There would be no need to move it. Vishnu is the protector. It made sense that my
piece would be in this part of the museum. I like seeing my work reinstalled in new ways and new places. It changes every time. When I was
installing the debut of Hanging by a Thread at Tyler Rollins Fine Art in New York, I realized that I was inadvertently hanging the pieces
lopsided, almost turbulently. Ileft them like that, because I thought it really represented the unstable environment in which I made them. In
its current installation at LACMA, with Vishnu in the center of the gallery—and now that I am back at my home and studio in Bangkok
—Hanging by a Thread feels very much in balance.



PINAREE SANPITAK, installation view of Hanging by a Thread (2012) at Los Angeles County Museum of Art, Los Angeles, 2013. Photo copyright the artist and Museum
Associates, LACMA. Courtesy Tyler Rollins Fine Art, New York.

Pinaree Sanpitak: Hanging by a Thread is on view at the Los Angeles County Museum of Art from June 21—September 29, 2013.
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