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Jakkai SIRIBUTR, Suffrage, 2008, Assorted fabrics, machine and hand stitching on saffron robe, 185.5 x 266.7 cm, courtesy of the artist.
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Jakkai SIRIBUTR, Munsal,

2008. Painted cotton, stitching, glass beads, hand embroidery on cotton linen, on canvas, 160 x 160 ¢m, courtesy
of the artist.
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The often conflicted role of Buddhism in modern Thai society remains the central theme in my
work. | am very interested in the way Thai Buddhists adopt and shape this faith into a religion
of convenience.

As a non-superstitious religion, its main objective is to urge followers to practice the five precepts
in order to obtain mindfulness that will eventually lead to spiritual enlightenment. But the
principles of Buddhism in today's Thailand are often misunderstood and misused. Certain animistic
beliefs that thrived before the introduction of Buddhism, together with rituals and superstitions
from India and China, are deeply ingrained in a Thai way of life.

As a practicing Buddhist, my goal in life is also to find that path to enlightenment. But it has
become increasingly difficult for me to live in an environment driven by consumerism and political
instability to attain peace of mind.

Although the physical construction of my art, which involves repetitive sewing and stitching, is a
some-what meditative process that allows me to be mindful, | am often faced with an urge to react
to the latest news scandals and to critique them with such a sarcasm that is very un-Buddhist. Like
the majority of Thai Buddhists, this struggle has become a challenge to find my own spiritual path,
either through meditation or merit-making.

One way to make merit is to present Buddhist monks with a bucket containing basic necessities
such as rice, medicine, toiletries. Lucky Ware takes its name from a brand of ready-made buckets
sold all around the country for busy laymen. In recent years, there have been media scandals
involving misbehavior of Buddhist monks. And so with this work, the usual items in the buckets
have been replaced with objects associated with vice such as alcohol, condoms, skin whitening
lotion and lottery tickets.

Women in Thailand are not allowed to become members of the clergy but can devote their life to
Buddhism by way of helping out around the monastery. Suffrage depicts the so-called high society
ladies with their jet black bouffant hair who often devote time following certain revered monks.
Images of these ladies and Pali texts are stitched on a saffron robe, revealing the hypocrisy that
soon emerges as they feel the need to give up the self but do not want to give up their high heels,
their red lipstick and other material possession.

Since Buddhists believe that mindfulness leads to a better spiritual well being, the lack of it brings
consequences which cause regrets and despair. Munsai (Envy) is a common scene at a gathering
where drugs and alcohol are freely-flowing, encouraging pecple to become less mindful of their
actions and bring out the worst of human character.

No Trespassing sees me withdrawing and isolating myself among family and friends who are the
most fundamental to my well being. The process of hand embroidery of different vignettes creates
a way back to meditation. However the idea of concentrating on the self ironically brings me back
to the beginning of the long journey to enlightenment.
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Jakkai SIRIBUTR, Lucky Ware,

2008. Assorted fabrics, stitching, on canvas found objects. dimensions variable. courtesy of the artist.
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Jakkai SIRIBUTR

Born in 1969, Bangkok, Thailand. Lives and works in
Bangkok.

Selected Solo Exhibitions

2008 Temple Fair, Tyler Rollins Fine Art, New York, USA

2005 Strange Land, H Gallery, Bangkok, Thailand

2004 (ndigen, The Intercontinental, Bangkok, Thailand

2003 Revel, BMW Meets Arts Il and H Gallery, Bangkok,
Thailand

2002 Hounds Under Foot, H Gallery and Eat Me Restaurant,
Bangkok, Thailand

2001 Hiatus, Eat Me Restaurant, Bangkok, Thailand

1999 0IA! Threads of A Greek Journal, 2 Oceans 23,
Bangkok, Thailand

1998 Jakkai on Line, 2 Oceans 23, Bangkok, Thailand

Selected Group Exhibitions

2009 Dreaming In Public, curated by Brian Curtin, Gallery
Soulflower, Bangkok, Thailand
Asia Contemporary Art Week, Open Portfolio, Rubin
Museum, New York, USA

2007 Perversions/Subversions, curated by Connelly Lamar,
Bangkok , Thailand
International Art Festival, Various Venues, Bangkok,
Thailand

2006 NOR: TH, Norway and Thailand, Converging Lines,

A Prelude To Globalization, The Queen's Gallery,
Bangkok, Thailand

1997 Crossroads Of Thailand, 2 Oceans 23, Bangkok,
Thailand

1996 Printed Fabric Show, Golden Paley Design Center,
Philadelphia, USA
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Kentaro TAKI
Born in 1973, Osaka, Japan.

1996 Completion, Master degree of Fine Arts of Master
course of Department of Imaging Arts and Sciences
Musashino Art University.

Making Art of Sounds and Images with video technology
and computer. As dispatched artist granted by Cultural
Agency of Japan(2002), POLA Art Foudation (2003)

in Karlsruhe. Germany. Now he works as a director of
VIDEOART CENTER Tokyo, and devotes himself to create



