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THE INVISIBLE THREAD: Buddhist Spirit in Contemporary Art

Reading the work of Thich Nhat Hanh helps articulate and resolve my own conflict of growing up
in a Confucious/Taoist/Buddhist household. Thich Nhat Hanh also points out the relevance of the
hungry ghosts as a Buddhist dharma (teaching) known as Ullambana.

Study for Hungry Ghosts (Hulu Shrines) is a sketch of the Portable Prayer, an installation that paro-
dies the private confessional in a public setting. Will sending a prayer through the personal com-
puter redeem one's prayer like a printed receipt? Nevertheless, the artist hopes the process will
prompt the viewer to recognize the hungry ghosts in us.

A description of the Portable Prayer installation:

The viewer is invited to enter a tent-like collapsible shrine in the shape of a hulu, or bottle gourd.
The Hulu Shrine, intended for outdoor installation, is a makeshift temple wired to facilitate the pri-
vate act of “connectivity” with a greater consciousness - the Internet. Once inside the shrine and
seated before a computer terminal, the viewer inputs a prayer, which in turn is “encrypted” in a
language of the viewer's choice. The encrypted prayer is posted in real time onto the website
www.portableprayer.org, and woven together with other prayers onto a quilt-like webpage. After
a period of 49 days, the prayer is “emancipated” by a software program that has been blessed in
real time by a Buddhist mank.
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