The Pulse Within

TYLER ROLLINS FINE ART, NEW YORK — The first solo
exhibition in New York for Cambodia’s most
internationally prominent artist showcased
Sopheap Pich's distinctive sculptures made from
bamboo, rattan and, most recently, burlap, farm
tools, wood, plastics and paint. Pich and his
family left Cambodia for the United States in 1979,
at the peak of the conflict between Vietnam and
Cambodia during the genocidal Khmer Rouge
period(l975-79),andonlymtumed in 2002.
Cambodh’sfnughthiuorymd the rapid growth
<ofitsurhn centers during the past decade are
ofoonmmhch.wbosework—bothorgnmc
andmhiucwnllnform—oonveysasenseofﬂle
ﬁ-gility,whichberelmwthesocidbody

of the nation. Raft (2009), the largest piece in
dleexhibmon,wasaskymper-hke structure
mwnmdﬂoptwolongﬂoatstlntcwld pass
sbombs.?iehmadedseworkmresponsemreﬂ-
estate developments in the lakeside neighborhood
around his studio in Phnom Penh; residents are
being paid to vacate the area so the lake can be
filled in and built on. Raft is at once beautifully
SOPHEAP PICH, Buddha 2. 2009, rattan, wire, dye, 254 x and painfully evocative of a nation buoyed and
737 x 229 em. Courtesy Tyler Rollins Fine Art. troubled by newfound global modernization.
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