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The Sponge City

The Sponge City is a city made from a
new and complex system of beliefs, values
and objects. It's an urban city built around
the success of global information, technology
and commodities being poured in. It absorbs
everything but then filters what it can hold
and what it cannot. To understand the city is
to recognize the physical and psychological
topographies mapped out by its populace.

This city has always been experienced
against the backdrop of its culturally and
historically produced image. This project
attempts to capture and present the Sponge
City as it is being fleetingly lived in the
moment, with no ties to any specific historical
event. To show the city that is more true to
itself than the one we see in war movies,
photographs, history books and travel
guidebooks. It's the place where nature is
stylized into an artificial beauty, where
consumerism operates as spiritual fulfillment,
where pop culture is a given part of the
everyday-life with its psychedelic colors and
ready-made objects, where pop stars are
idolized and showered with flowers and gifts
at a level of frenzy as that of any cultural
capital in the world. In this metropolis one
can experience an intense energy generated
by its inhabitants through the strength of
adaptation and aspiration.

The Sponge City metaphorically alludes
to the pastiche of cultural appropriation that it
fervently embraces. This seems to be the
only way to erase its processed image from
the shadow of the past. To show that it's
capable of being in the world of here and
Now.
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