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Mix it up with Vietnamese and Korean art

By Jean On == 53 -

Vietnam and Korea not only
shared the (rials of the
Vietnam War, they olso share a

of swift modernization
nnd n hybeid pop culture. In an
pitempt to reflect on this often
ovorlooked relationship, ARKO
Art Center jottis with two inde-
pendent curators from America
in their latest exhibition,
“ranaPOP: Korea Victnam
Remix” P

An unlikely mix 16t-
films,

it nod oleek gr:wlt)'-dct&

though thoy bave diflorent
styles and  different back.
grounds, Uy shane sindar his-

their counlries, Vietnam and
Kotwa, at an early age 1o immi-
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Market™ (2004).

grate o America, And hoth
share & faacination with dramas
mthgm\ommmmm

growing
Vietnamese-American '!'e and
Yong becowing addicted to
Rorean miniserics.

Neow the duo has teamed up
W create an exhobition of art
from bath countries, in a demon:
stration of their relationship
and of the overreaching cannee-
tion that Vietnam and Korea'
have had o the past and contin.
ue 10 have today.

‘Both Korea and Vietnam
T
compre emity,”
Yong, citing Korean involve-
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ment in the Vietnam War, both
countries” spoecly econamic de-
velopment, and the powerful in.
fluonce of the “Konews Wave™ on
Viotoan as key factors 1o the
two countnies’ shared hiktory.

And now the twu countries
can also share art through the
ovordinated efforts of Yong, 1o
and the ARKO Art Contor,

Bat don't this exhibi-
tion toba s b of Korean
and Vietoamese axt. Each work
stands apart, Euch work is inde-
pendent of the other, roflecting
the culture, nationality and cre.
ative impulses of ita arvist
What cultural cannections they
have 16 ano another aro subtle
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Frozan Defectors from North Koren™ (2008).

and pint, and can only be felt
after Aowing the whole exhibi-
tion,

Ony then do the themes start
w bind toside the vigwer’s
mind — tho subjorts of war,
refuges and maderntzation, at
oneo imilar to each other and
yot dso distinetively Korvan
and Vetnnment,

VienamosoAmorican artist
Ty Chung detonstrates the

v«fulmﬁomc{l(mvas
culluv over Vielnam in m
video “Liun Truong” (2007). In
Chus work, Lam Truong,
Viotpun's b t mpmm
prands atage, bolt
oul \pop nnudc From afar, be

- -~ | PRRSENNNRNY WNUyeeT—

could pase for a Korean pop star,
und indeed, acoocding to Chung,
Laun i fiumed for his covers of K-
Pop Kinge.

On a more subtle note,
Korean artist Oh Yongseok
pokes fun at cultural memery
through his Drama  series
Montuges of Korean lnndscapos,
taken from RKorean fllms and
dramis, aro potched tagether

with real video foctage Lo creute

a complete, moviog unage of
vach Jocaticn, Familiar yet frag-
mented flm and drama scenes
repeal. over and over again in
varlons corners of the screon,
bofore getting abruptly cut off
by real footnge of tho Jakos and
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fields of Knrea,

Oh's works bring to mind the
hoards of Asian tourists who vis-
it placex where Korean dramas
such as “Winter Sonxta™ and
“Jewel in the Palace™ were
flmed, indirectly emphasizing
the mﬂucnae the *“Korean
Wove™ has on Asla.

While O and Chung foces on
pop culture, artists N
Manh Huog aod Area Park ex-
plore the bonde effects of war
and modéemization en Vieinam
an{!iz(ona. e

fietnamore artist Ngnyon
Manh Hung melds war and pro-
duce in his painting, “Go to
Muarket™ (2004 L this colarful

-

: wonomic  development

work, primer grey fighter jots
loceamﬁmaba).\w«ahla
and slaughlered pigs. The juxta-
position of local produce in tra-
ditlonal carts and the modern
and symbolic fighter jets reaily
play on the way Vietnam is

in
Vietnam: Traditional country
houses are sackod an top of
cach ather to creato a high-rizo

apartmool in this OO

! menlary on \’ielmus rupidly

cudture,

Korean pbotographer Area
Park’s works maks viowersdoa
double take In his “Three
Sccond Frozen Defectors from

North Korea™ (2006), throo
boyalunogumuu'w
on a  sidewalk. Butl these

bovya arent Just yYour averago
ices. They aro dofeclors from
\mtha.

In their sneakers, shorts and -
shirts, they blend right in, testi-
mony (o the power of moderniza.
tion and pop cultune. Bot ande
the vicwer discovore thedr troe
identitios, memonie: of the
Karean War 8o0d the braon, The
boys are no longer just boys
They are North Kereans, proving
that the past cannot be erased or
forpotien Mmmdliw

Recnix”™ runs lhmq.h Feb. 29 al
ARKO Arnt Center. Tickets cost
2000 won for adults and 3,000
won (or childron and students
To get thore, go I Hychwa
Subway Station, Line 4, Exit 2.
For more information, call (02)
7604599 or visit srtarkoorkr
(o4 Jeunabgraldmoom)
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